
 
August 6, 2013 
 
Arthur T. Leahy, LACMTA CEO 
One Gateway Plaza  
Mail Stop: 99-25-1 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Malcolm Dougherty, Caltrans Director 
1120 N Street MS 49 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
As you know, on December 10, 2012 I and several of my elected colleagues representing the San 
Gabriel Valley requested from you, clarification on the division of authority and responsibility 
between Caltrans and LACMTA regarding the SR-710 DEIR/EIS process and project.  Yet, over the 
course of several meetings with various State and MTA officials and in spite of a recent County 
Counsel response to a Board request on this matter, we and our constituents remain confused. 
 
We have been repeatedly told there is no Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) defining the 
division of authority and responsibility between Caltrans and MTA.  However, a California 
Department of Transportation Memorandum dated, June 24, 2004 entitled “Department as CEQA 
Lead Agency for Projects on State Highway System” (see attached) states: 

In certain limited cases, and only when it is in the best interests of the State, the 
Department may delegate CEQA lead agency status to a local agency.  Such 
delegations can only be made by the District Director.  The District Director will 
provide a written justification for the delegation, which becomes the authorizing 
document for a cooperative agreement between the Department and the local 
agency.  The delegation is then formalized through an executed written 
agreement, which outlines the roles and responsibilities of each party. [emphasis 
added] 

 
I am, therefore, modifying my request for an MOU to include a request for the “written justification” 
and the “cooperative agreement” referenced above or any other written materials representing or 
associated with the delegation of authority from Caltrans than enables LACMTA to prepare the 
EIR/EIS.  Further, I request the LACMTA Board to release to the public, the County Counsel 
response to the Board’s request for information on the division of authority and responsibility. 
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My overwhelming interest and that of my colleagues is for the transparency and integrity of a process 
designed to facilitate public participation and consideration of public comment.  We consider an 
understanding of to whom our comments are directed and who the ultimate decision makers are to be 
fundamental to that process.  Thank you for your prompt reply. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
CAROL LIU 
California State Senator 
25th District 

 
 
cc:  Brian Kelly, Acting Secretary, Department of Business, Transportation and Housing 
       Bill Bogaard, Mayor, City of Pasadena 
       Michael Cacciotti, former Mayor, City of South Pasadena 
       Steven Del Guercio, former Mayor, City of La Cañada Flintridge 
       Ara Najarian, Council Member, City of Glendale 
       Frank Quintero, former Mayor, City of Glendale 
       Laura Olhasso, Mayor, City of La Cañada Flintridge 
       Marina Khubesrian, Mayor, City of South Pasadena 
       Dave Weaver, Mayor, City of Glendale 


